English Printing

pression that he learned to print, whilst making
the translation, in order to fulfil his promise of
multiplying copies. That it was in Cologne rather
than elsewhere is confirmed by the oft-quoted
stanza added by Wynkyn de Worde as a colophon
to the English edition of Bartholomaeus' De pro-
prietatibus rerum.

'And also of your charyte call to remembraunce
The soule of William Caxton, the first prynter of this bokc,
In laten tonge at Coleyn, hymself to avaunce
That every well-disposyd man may theron loke.'

If any one should have known the truth about the
matter, it was surely Caxton's foreman, who
almost certainly came to England with him.

Mr. E. Gordon Duff, the highest authority on
all matters connected with early English printing,
referring to this verse, says: 'This is a perfectly
clear statement that Caxton printed a Bartholomaeus
in Latin at Cologne, and we know an edition of the
book manifestly printed at Cologne, about the time
Caxton was there. The type in which it is printed
greatly resembles that of some other Cologne
printers, and it seems to be connected with some
of Caxton's Bruges types.'

In the face of these statements, we seem bound
to believe that Caxton did study printing at Cologne,
but Ms methods of working, and his late adoption
of spacing and signatures, prove that he only learnt
the most elementary part of the work there.

In any case it must have been with the help of